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The AVM's significance
Constructed in 2011, the Anthem 
Veterans Memorial is dedicated 
to honor the service of our 
nation’s Armed Forces. Each year 
on Veterans Day, Nov. 11 at 11:11 
a.m., the sun’s rays pass through 
the ellipses of the five pillars to 
form a solar spotlight over the 
mosaic of the Great Seal of the 
United States. 

The Memorial’s design is 
symbolic: 

 •  The five pillars represent the 
unity of the five branches of 
the United States military, 
serving steadfast together. 
Pillars are arranged in order 
of Department of Defense 
precedence.

 •  The Circle of Honor, 
composed of brick pavers 
commemorating veterans’ 
service, represents the solidarity of the U.S. Armed Forces and the honor our 
veterans deserve. 

 •  Two perpendicular rows, known as soldier rows, flank the Circle of Honor 
and represent individuals coming together as a unit, never leaving a soldier 
behind—e pluribus unum. 

 •  The white pillars stand on the red brick pavers under the blue Arizona sky to 
represent the colors of the United States flag. 

 •  The hand-cut glass mosaic of the Great Seal of the United States faces the 
pillars, just as the eagle, a symbol of our nation, looks to the military to defend 
and protect our freedom. 

 •  Five benches surround the Circle of Honor, symbolizing the families of service 
members from each branch who also make great sacrifices as they wait for 
their loved ones to return. 

As you visit the Memorial, please remember it is a place of quiet reflection, and also 
help explain this to the younger residents of the community so that the significance 
of this historical landmark can be carried on through future generations.



Keynote speaker Chief Warrant Officer Matthew Woodruff (USAR)  
and Jim Galgano

Rev. Jessica Schulze and Kyle Polen

Sandra Day O’Connor High School Air Force Junior ROTC cadets,  
with instructors Lt. Col. John Simmons (USAF, Retired)  

and Master Sgt. Michael Badey (USAF, Retired)

Arizona Veterans Band, under the direction of Tony Gonzales

Musical Theatre of Anthem Outreach Group,  
under the direction of Jackie Hammond, with assistance from Jessica Kishbaugh

Anthem Community Council Board of Directors and Staff

Additional Information

Visit OnlineAtAnthem.com/AVM for information about donations to the Memorial, 
the “Honor a Veteran” program and commemorative pavers.

Daisy Mountain Veterans (DMV) maintain the American and POW/MIA flags at the 
Memorial. Veterans and civilians alike are invited to join the DMV, an alliance of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 12031, the American Legion Post 128 and the 
American Auxiliary Unit 128. Email info@daisymtnvets.org for more information.

Honor Flight Arizona pays homage to veterans by providing the support needed 
for them to complete a three-day journey of honor and remembrance to their 
memorials in Washington, D.C., at no cost to them. Honor Flight also educates 
youth about the impact of war, and the freedom our nation enjoys because of the 
service of veterans. Visit honorflightaz.org to learn more.

Prelude
Arizona Veterans Band

Welcome and Introduction to Veterans Day
Neal Shearer, ACC Community Executive Officer

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance (please stand)

Rev. Jessica Schulze, Grace North Church

National Anthem (remain standing)

Musical Theatre of Anthem

Remembering World War II
Neal Shearer

Recognition of Veterans and “Service Branch Medley”
Neal Shearer and Musical Theatre of Anthem

Lyrics on insert; please stand as your service branch song is sung.

Introduction of Student Speaker
Neal Shearer

Voice of Democracy Address
Kyle Polen

“America, the Beautiful”
Musical Theatre of Anthem

Introduction of Keynote Speaker
Neal Shearer

Keynote Address
Chief Warrant Officer Matthew Woodruff (USAR)

“Battle Hymn of the Republic”
Arizona Veterans Band

Veterans Service Award
Terry Mullarkey, ACC Board President

Final Remarks
Neal Shearer

“God Bless America”
Musical Theatre of Anthem

Solar Spotlight
Remain seated; the spotlight may be viewed on the LED screen.  

Do not approach the Memorial.

Postlude
Arizona Veterans Band
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